Mersey and Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee 11th April, 1979 by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey, 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/A7 4th April, 1979
To: Members of the Mersey and Weaver 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(Messrs. J. S. Bailey (Chairman);
F. Egerton; A. Jones; R. Newton;
J. A. Shanahan; Dr. A. G. Kennedy Young;
Dr. M. Pugh Thomas and the Chairman of 
the Authority (G. Mann) and the Chairman 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee (T. A. F. Barnes) (ex officio))
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, 11TH APRIL, 1979, at 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the following 
business.
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with the 
Minutes of the meeting of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Com­
mittee held on 15th February, 1979).
3. Calendar of Meetings 1979-80.
4. Membership of Committees.
5. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
6. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
7. Any other business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining Room at approx­
imately 1 p.m.; A menu is enclosed and Members are asked to 
inform the assistant on duty of their choice of main 
course.'
Yours faithfully
G. W. SHAW
Director of Administration
A G E N D A
F1/A12 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
17TH JANUARY, 1979
Present: J. S. Bailey, Esq., (Chairman)
T. A. F. Barnes, Esq., R. Newton, Esq.
Dr. A. G. Kennedy Young J. A. Shanahan, Esq.
11. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. F. Egerton, Mr. A. Jones and Mr. G. Mann.
12. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 
25th October 1978 be approved as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
13. APPOINTMENT OF MR. J. S. BAILEY TO MEMBERSHIP 
OF THE REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
It was reported that after consultation with Mr. Barnes, the Chairman 
of the Authority had appointed Mr. J. S. Bailey to membership of the 
Regional Committee as successor to the late Mr. P. W. Jennings.
14. LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY
On 21st June 1978 (Minute No. 35) the Committee considered the formal 
document issued by the National Water Council entitled "River Water 
Quality the Next Stage - Review of Discharge Consent Conditions".
Paragraph 32 of the Document recommended a course of action for water 
authorities to review present discharge consent conditions, which 
included the identification of long term objectives for river water 
quality, a suggested method of classification for inland river water 
quality and the opportunity for interested parties to comment on the 
objectives. Subsequently, a consultation paper entitled "Suggested 
Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality" was prepared by 
the Authority and had been circulated (inter alia) to members of the 
Committee.
It was explained that the paper whilst not attempting to set out a 
time scale for the implementation of the objectives, clearly defined 
them using the classifications suggested by the National Water Council. 
The achievement of these long term objectives would accord with the 
Authority's policy in the long term for river water quality - to 
restore and protect the river water quality of the region.
On this basis the following long term objectives were suggestedi~
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(i) Existing Class 4 and Class 3 rivers to be improved to at least 
Class 2 where practicable, whilst recognising that some rivers 
will not attain Class 2 unless the problems of storm sewage 
overflows and currently intractable waste from industry can be 
overcome.
(ii) Existing Class 2 rivers to be improved to Class 1A or IB where 
reasonably practicable.
(iii) Existing Class 2 rivers, where it is not reasonably practicable 
for improvement because of diffuse sources of pollution, 
should be maintained in their present classification.
(iv) Existing Class 1A and IB rivers should be maintained in their 
present classification.
In the ensuing discussion members were assured that implementation of 
the proposals would not require restrictions on public access for 
amenity and recreational purposes on any of the waters concerned; and 
were also informed that one of the main potential uses of a Class 2 
river was as a reasonably good coarse fishery.
The Committee welcomed the consultation paper and supported the 
Authority's long term objectives.
RECOMMENDED:
That in implementing the recommendations of the consultation 
paper there should be a concentration of resources on specific 
watercourses in order to achieve fairly immediate benefits rather 
than a gradual overall improvement.
15. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
At the last meeting of the Committee held on 25th October, 1978, 
a report was submitted on the subject of "Fisheries Income and 
Expenditure" upon which members had been invited to obtain the views 
of their Associations on the alternative proposals for a new scale of 
fishing licence duties.
The Chairman of the Regional Committee reminded members that MAFF had 
suggested further consideration might be given to the proposals 
Originally submitted by the Authority on 5th June, 1978, with a view 
to the possible elimination of the main grounds of objection which 
were, the inclusion of non-migratory trout with the salmon and 
migratory trout in one licence, and the reduction in the cost of the 
salmon licence. The formulation of the two alternative proposals set 
out in the report, which had only been arrived at following lengthy 
discussions between himself and the Chairmen of each Local Committee, 
would, it was hoped satisfy most of the objections.
- 3 -
In the ensuing discussion the Committee were informed that at their 
meeting held on 18th November, 1978, the Mersey and Weaver Anglers 
Consultative Association had rejected outright option 2 (single 
licence for the whole area). They had also rejected the proposal in 
option 1 that the cost of the licence to fish for non-migratory trout, 
freshwater fish and eels should be £3, but would be agreeable to the 
cost of this licence being priced at £2. In their view it would be 
expecting too much of anglers fishing in the Mersey and Weaver Area 
for this licence to be priced at the higher rate of £3 only three 
years after the introduction of licensing in that area.
In reply, Mr. Barnes stressed that it was essential for the Committee 
and all concerned to recognise that for the Authority to fulfill its 
fisheries obligations, existing 1 icence duties must be raised. 
Progress on the fisheries side had already been made but much more 
needed to be done and this could not be accomplished without 
additional licence revenue. The increases now sought could not become 
effective until January 1980, thus in the main revenue would be static 
until that date. He recognised the problems in the Mersey and Weaver 
Area and in consequence both he and the officers would be willing to 
attend any meeting that might be arranged by associations or clubs to 
explain the current situation and new proposals if and when approaches 
were made.
After further full discussion of both options the Committee 
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That option 2 of the report, i.e.
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £3.50
Season Jun ior £1.75 
(14-16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over.
be approved
(2) That full publicity be given throughout the whole of the 
Authority's area to the programme of fisheries work carried out 
by the Authority.
16. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Commenting upon item 5 of the report, "Fisheries Management", he 
informed the Committee that due to an outbreak of perch disease in 
Bostock Hall stock pool and various other waters throughout the area, 
he had issued instructions for netting operations and transfers of 
fish to waters within the area to be suspended until further notice.
F1/B12 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
15TH FEBRUARY 1979
Present: T.A.F. Barnes, Esq. (Chairman)
J.S. Bailey, Esq. 
J.M. Croft, Esq. 
E.P. Ecroyd, Esq. 
J.H. Fell, Esq.
J.A. Foster, Esq.
W.F. Hobson, Esq. 
R.D. Houghton, Esq. 
R.A. Parkin, Esq. 
L.B. Williams, Esq.
G. Wilson, Esq.
34. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr. T.A. 
Blackledge, Mr. T.M. Farrer, Mr. G. Mann, Mr. Wm. McKenna and 
Mrs. D. Wilson.
35. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held 
on 13th November, 1978, be approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.
36. MR. T.A. BLACKLEDGE
The Chairman informed the Committee that Mr. T.A. Blackledge who 
served as the representative of the Lancashire Fisheries Consultative 
Association on this Committee and also on the South Lancashire Local 
Committee, proposed to tender his resignation from membership of both 
committees due to ill health. The Assistant Director of Administration 
undertook to write to Mr. Blackledge conveying the Committee's 
appreciation of his past services, its best wishes for the future and 
the hope that he would have a speedy recovery to full health.
37. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
17th January, 1979.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Mersey and Weaver 
Advisory Committee held on 17th January, 1979, be received 
and that the recommendations contained in Minute No. 14 
(Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality) and 
Minute No. 15 (Fisheries Income and Expenditure) be 
considered under the appropriate agenda items.
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B. South and West Cumberland
The Chairman of the South and West Cumberland Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
22nd January, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the South and West 
Cumberland Advisory Committee held on 22nd January, 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 19 
(Ravenglass Salmon Garth) be accepted and submitted to the 
Policy and Resources Committee for approval.
(3) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 18 
(Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality) and 
Minute No. 20 (Fisheries Income and Expenditure) , be 
considered under the appropriate agenda items.
C. Eden and District
The Chairman of the Eden and District Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
23rd January, 1979.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Eden and District 
Advisory Committee held on 23rd January, 1979, be received 
and that the recommendations contained in Minute No. 16 
(Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality) and 
Minute No. 17 (Fisheries Income and Expenditure), be 
considered under the appropriate agenda items.
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 
24th January, 1979.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Lune, Wyre and 
Furness Advisory Committee held on 24th January, 1979, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 17 
(Minutes of the Last Meeting - Goosanders and Mergansers) 
be approved and the recommendations contained in Minute No. 
20 (Net Limitation Order and Fishery Byelaws - Rivers Lune 
and Wyre) and Minute No. 22 (River Lune - Endorsees on Drift 
Net Licences) , be accepted and submitted to the Water 
Management Committee for approval.
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(3) That in relation to Minute No. 17 (Minutes of the 
last meeting - Goosanders and Mergansers) the Regional 
Fisheries Officer in writing to both the RSPB and DOE in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Local Committee, 
express the concern of this Committee at the increase in 
population of both goosanders and mergansers throughout the 
Authority's northern area and the resultant adverse effect 
which in the opinion of the Committee the feeding habits of 
these birds pose to fisheries within the rivers of that 
area.
(4) That the recommendations contained in Minute No. 
18 (Fisheries Income and Expenditure) and Minute No. 19 
(Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality), be
1 considered under the appropriate agenda items.
E. South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 25th 
January, 1979.
In relation to the recommendation contained in Minute No. 20 
(Future Fishing Policy at Worthington Reservoirs), the Committee 
were informed that ample numbers of lifebelts had been installed 
for some considerable time at strategic points around the 
Worthington Reservoirs. These were of a type readily detachable 
from their supports, and incorporated a device which emitted a 
loud warning noise once a lifebelt was removed. However, in view 
of the recommendation of the local committee, further tests on 
> the lifebelt installations would be carried out in order to
ensure that lifebelts were easily detachable from their supports 
and that the warning devices were fully operative. Arrangements 
would also be made for a regular programme of checks on the 
installations to be carried out in the future.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the South Lancashire 
Advisory Committee held on 25th January, 1979, be received 
and that the recommendations conta ined in Minute No. 18 
(Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality) and 
Minute No. 19 (Fisher ies Income and Expenditure), be 
considered under the appropr iate agenda items.
38. RESIGNATION OF MR. F. BURGESS FROM THE COMMITTEE
It was reported that Mr. F. Burgess had tendered his resignation from 
both this Committee and the Mersey and Weaver Local Advisory Committee 
due to other heavy commitments. Mr. Burgess served on both Committees 
as the nominee of the North West Council of the National Federation of 
Anglers and accordingly the Council had nominated Mr. J. Johnson of 97 
Liverpool Road North, Maghull, to serve as their representative in 
succession to Mr. Burgess on this Committee.
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To date, the Council had not made a nomination in respect 
of Mr. Burgess' successor on the Mersey and Weaver Local 
Committee.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Policy and Resources Committee confirm the 
appointment of Mr. J. Johnson to the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee in succession to Mr. F. Burgess.
39. LONG TERM OBJECTIVES FOR INLAND RIVER WATER QUALITY
The Committee considered the recommendations made by the Local 
Advisory Committees at the meetings held in January, 1979, on the 
subject of 'Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality'. 
Copies of the Authority's consultation paper on this subject had been 
circulated (inter alia) to members of all Advisory Committees in 
December 1978.
It was explained that the paper whilst not attempting to set out a 
time scale for the implementation of the objectives, clearly defined 
them using the classifications suggested by the National Water Council 
in their formal document entitled 'River Water Quality - the Next 
Stage - Review of Discharge Consent Conditions'. The achievement of 
these long term objectives would accord with the Authority's policy in 
the long term for river water quality - to restore and protect the 
river water quality of the region.
On this basis, the following long term objectives were suggested:
(i) Existing Class 4 and Class 3 rivers to be improved to at 
least Class 2 where practicable, whilst recognising that 
some rivers will not attain Class 2 unless the problems of 
storm sewage overflows and currently intractable waste from 
industry can be overcome.
(ii) Existing Class 2 rivers to be improved to Class 1A or IB 
where reasonably practicable.
(iii) Existing Class 2 rivers where it is not reasonably practi­
cable for improvement because of diffuse sources of 
pollution, should be maintained in their present classi- 
fication.
(iv) Existing Class 1A and IB rivers should be maintained in 
their present classification.
The Chairman drew the attention of the Committee to recommendation
(1) contained in Minute No. 18 of the Meeting of the South and West 
Cumberland Committee held on 22nd January, 1979:
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"That a staged programme of spending be devised in order that 
the Authority's progress towards achievement of the long term 
objectives may be monitored".
He explained that the officers were of the opinion that the Authority 
should not be tied down to such a programme which it might be 
impossible to achieve in view of the variability of financial 
constraints over a long period and after full discussion this view was 
endorsed by the Committee.
RECOMMENDED 2
That the following recommendations made by the Local Advisory 
Committees at the January round of meetings be approved for 
submission to the Water Management Committee on 14th May, 1979;
(1) Mersey and Weaver
That in implementing the recommendations of the consultation 
paper there should be a concentration of resources on 
specific watercourses in order to achieve fairly immediate 
benefits rather than a gradual overall improvement.
(2) South and West Cumberland
That the long term objectives for the River Keekle and 
Dubwath Beck be reconsidered with the aim of achieving a 
higher standard.
(3) Eden and District
That consideration be given to Brunstock Beck being upgraded 
to Class 1A or IB in the long term.
(4) Lune, Wyre and Furness
That in implementing the recommendations of the consul­
tation paper, there should be a concentration of resources 
on specific watercourses in order to achieve fairly 
immediate benefits rather than a gradual overall improvement 
and particular attention should be paid to the restoration 
and protection of river water quality in the Rivers Calder, 
Ribble and the Lune estuary.
(5) South Lancashire
That whilst in agreement in principle with the summary 
of proposals contained in the consultation paper, the 
Committee have reservations in relation to some of the 
existing and future classifications contained therein and 
request the Authority to give priority to improvements in 
the Calder watershed.
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40. FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
At the last meeting of the Committee on 13th November, 1978, members 
were informed that the proposals for a new scale of licence duties to 
take effect on 1st January, 1979, had been referred back to the 
Authority by MAFF for further consideration. As a result of this, the 
Chairman and the Chairman of each Local Committee had formulated the 
two following alternative proposals.
OPTION 1
This option basically reverted to a former system, with the separation 
of salmon and migratory trout but including non-migratory trout with 
coarse fish and eels, as had been strongly advocated by certain coarse 
fishery interests.
Salmon Whole Area 
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £15.00
Part Season Adult
from June 1 £10.00
Season Junior , £ 7.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
Part Season Junior
from June 1 £ 5.00
(14-16 years inclusive)
man aged 65 or over and
woman aged 60 or over
7 day £ 2.50
Junior (10 to 13 years
inclusive) nil
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £ 5.00
Season Junior £ 2.50
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
7 day £ 1.00
Junior (10 to 13 years 
inclusive) nil
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Non-Migratory Trout (Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout and Char) 
Freshwater Fish and Eels
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £ 3.00
Season Junior 
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
£ 1.50
7 day 50p
Junior (10 to 13 years 
inclusive) nil
OPTION 2
The Chairmen felt that this opt ion was worthy of consideration as a 
possible first stage towards a national licence, which many leading 
angling bodies had indicated as being desirable.
The alternatives had now been considered by each of the local 
committees and as indicated in the Minutes of the respective meetings 
in January, the Mersey and Weaver, South and West Cumberland, Eden 
and District and Lune, Wyre and Furness Committees had recommended the 
approval of Option 2 and the South Lancashire Committee the approval 
of Option 1.
The Chairman explained in detail his assessment of the opposition 
which might be expected to Option 2, in particular from the National 
Federation of Anglers, who, although not submitting any formal 
representations thereto had indicated strongly at a meeting attended 
by himself and the Regional Fisheries Officer that there would be no 
support from the Federation for Option 2. The Chairman understood 
that the Federation had in fact produced alternative proposals but as 
indicated, nothing had been received by the Authority.
The Chairman further expressed the view that although no communication 
had been received from the Federation, it would be unrealistic to 
ignore their reaction to the proposals. It was essential for a new 
licensing system to come into effect on 1st January, 1980, to increase 
the revenue, this having been static during the current year as a 
result of the previous proposals for new licence duties being referred 
back. If Option 2 was submitted to MAFF, and the Minister felt unable 
to approve the proposals because of their radical changes from the 
existing system, it was unlikely he would vary the proposals to a form 
envisaged in Option 1 and the Authority would therefore have to 
commence the process again from the beginning. This would mean that 
new duties could not be effective by 1st January, 1980, because of the 
time factor involved.
Single Rod and Line Licence - Season Adult £ 3.50
Season Junior 
(14 to 16 years inclusive) 
man aged 65 or over and 
woman aged 60 or over
£ 1.75
-8-
The Committee expressed their concern at the Federation's approach, 
and the lack of formal representations but nevertheless accepted 
reluctantly the Chairman's view on the necessity of a new system being 
effective from 1st January, 1980. The Chairmen of the four Local 
Committees recommending the approval of Option 2 were particularly 
concerned inasmuch as they were now withdrawing support from their 
Committees' recommendations.
After a full and detailed discussion, it was:
RECOMMENDED:
That the Policy and Resources Committee be invited to recommend 
to the Authority as follows:-
(1) That with the addition of the following proposals relating 
to eel fishing, Option 1 as set out above be approved.
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed Eel Traps - £25 per trap per annum
Eel or Fyke Nets - 50p per net.
Traps, Putcheons or - £5 per 25 (or part thereof) traps
Baskets per annum.
(2) That in the event of a further revision of licence duties 
in the future, prime consideration be given to the 
introduction of Option 2, subject to such variation in the 
amount of the duties as may be considered necessary, at the 
time.
(3) That the Director of Administration be authorised to publish 
a Notice of the Authority's intention to fix the above 
fishing licence duties in appropriate newspapers, as 
required by Clause 3 of Schedule 2 to the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.
(4) That the Director of Administration be authorised to take 
all such steps as may be necessary, including representation 
at a Public Inquiry, in the event of objections to the 
proposals being received 'toy the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food.
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41. REDEPLOYMENT OF HONORARY BAILIFFS - PROGRESS REPORT
The Committee was reminded that at the meeting on 2nd May, 1978 
(Minute No. 51) when the enforcement of licensing provisions was 
discussed, the officers had been requested to give further con­
sideration to any additional steps which might be taken to improve 
enforcement of the licensing provisions and to the redeployment of 
the honorary bail iff force to ass ist more specifically with the 
checking of licences. In view of this request and in conjunction with 
the Area Fisheries Officers, a review of the working arrangements for 
the Honorary Bailiffs had been carried out, the results of which 
were set out in a report which was submitted for the Committee's 
consideration.
Concern was expressed by members on allegations that many anglers 
fishing the southern area did not appear to be taking out the 
requisite Authority rod licence.
The Regional Fisheries Officer explained that due to the current 
inflation and the present restriction on the fisheries budget, it had 
been impossible to increase the bailiffing force in the southern area, 
but it was hoped now to increase enforcement work there.
It was expected that a further three extra full time bailiffs would 
be recruited into the Mersey and Weaver area next year together with a 
number of part-time bailiffs. Due consideration had been taken 
in the estimates for the recruitment of these additional part-time 
staff.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
42. PROPOSED CHANGE OF TITLE FOR THE SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
A report was submitted concerning a possible change in the title 
of the present South and West Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the views of the Local Committee be sought at the meeting 
on 2nd Apr il, 1979, for submission to the next meeting of this 
Committee.
43. CHARGES FOR PUBLIC ANGLING ON RESERVOIRS
At the meeting of the Authority on 18th December, 1978, the 
Committee's recommendation (Minute No. 32, 13th November, 1978), in 
relation to charges for angling on reservoirs managed by the 
Authority, was confirmed.
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44. SALMON PROPAGATION IN ENGLAND AND WALES
At the meeting of the Authority on 18th December,1978, the Committee's 
recommendation (Minute No. 26, 13th November, 1978) in relation to 
Salmon Propagation in England and Wales was confirmed.
45. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 - 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That because of the confidential nature of the following item, 
the public be excluded from the meeting during its consideration.
46. FISH FARM RIVER WYRE
The Chairman declared his interest in this item, vacated the chair 
and withdrew from the meeting and took no part in the discussion or 
voting thereon.
RESOLVED:
That for the purpose of this item Mr. J.A. Foster be appointed 
Chairman of the meeting.
(J.A. FOSTER, ESQ., IN THE CHAIR)
Mr. J.M. Croft also declared his interest in this item and after 
submitting certain supplementary information to the Committee, 
withdrew from the meeting and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon.
Consideration was given to a report concerning a possible contribution 
to be made by the Authority towards the legal costs likely to be 
incurred by the Wyresdale Anglers Association in seeking an injunction 
in relation to the operation of a private fish farm on the banks of 
the River Wyre. The Committee was informed of the officers views and 
that the Authority was supporting the National Water Council in an 
attempt to obtain a measure of control in respect of abstractions 
from watercourses for fish farms.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority do not make any contribution towards the 
Association's costs, but that the effect of the fish farm on the 
River Wyre be kept under review.
THE CHAIRMAN HERE RESUMED THE CHAIR.
47. WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOR WEST CUMBRIA - 
PROPOSAL BY BNFL TO ABSTRACT WATER FROM WASTWATER
The Chairman of the South and West Cumberland Committee drew the 
attention of the Committee to a proposal by BNFL (British Nuclear 
Fuels Limited) to abstract an additional 7 mgd of water from Wastwater 
rather than Ennerdale as had been originally envisaged. He sought 
an assurance that, in the event of the Wastwater proposals being 
approved, suitable safeguards to protect water quality in the lake 
and dependent fisheries, would be provided.
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An assurance was given by the officers that although at present 
no formal information had been received from BNFL relating to such a 
proposal, the Authority would expect to be involved in a matter of 
this nature and should any proposal be made, full consultations would 
take place between BNFL, the Authority and all other interested 
parties including the Local Advisory Committee and other fisheries 
interests.
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH APRIL, 1979 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1979-80
F1/B27 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1 . On 5 th  M a rc h , 1 9 7 9 , t h e  P o l i c y  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m itte e  a p p ro v e d  
a d r a f t  c a l e n d a r  o f  m e e t in g s  f o r  th e  A u t h o r i t y ,  C o m m itte e s  an d  
S ub-C om m ittees f o r  th e  " A u th o r i ty  Y ear" from  J u n e ,  1979 f o r  su b m iss io n  
to  th e  A u th o r i ty  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a t  i t s  A nnual M eeting  on 1 8 th  J u n e , 
1979 , in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  R u le  1 (3) o f  th e  R u le s  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty .
2 . The d a te s  p ro p o se d  f o r  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  R e g io n a l and L o ca l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittees a r e  s e t  o u t  in  th e  a p p e n d ix  h e r e to  fo r  i n f o r ­
m a tio n . Any v a r i a t i o n s  made a t  th e  A nnual M eetin g  w i l l  be n o t i f i e d  to  
m em bers.
F1/B30 APPENDIX
REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1979-80.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TIME AND DATE OF MEETING
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 20th June, 1979
South and West Cumberland 2. 30 p.m. Monday 25th June, 1979
Eden and District 2. 30 p.m. Tuesday 26th June, 1979
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 27th June, 1979
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 2nd July, 1979
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 16th July, 1979
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 15th October, 1979
Eden and District 2. 30 p.m. Tuesday 16th October, 1979
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 17th October, 1979
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 22nd October, 1979
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 24th October, 1979
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 12th November, 1979
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 7 th January, 1980
Eden and District 2.30 p.m. Tuesday 8 th January, 1980
South Lancashire 2. 30 p.m. Wednesday 9 th January, 1980
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 14 th January, 1980
Mersey and Weaver, 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 16th January, 1980
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 4th February, 1980
South and West Cumberland 2.30 p.m. Monday 31st March, 1980
Eden and District 2.30 p.m. Tuesday 1st April, 1980
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 2nd April, 1980
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday 9th April, 1980
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday 14th April, 1980
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday 28th April, 1980
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH APRIL, 1979
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
F1/A6
1 . The N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A n g le rs  h a s  n o m in a ted  Mr. D. B ridgew ood o f  
H o rse p o o l C o t ta g e s ,  M e llo r ,  n e a r  S to c k p o r t  t o  s e rv e  on  t h i s  C om m ittee 
fo llo w in g  th e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  M r. F . B u rg e ss  who h a s  b een  r e p la c e d  on  
th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee by M r. J .  Jo h n so n  o f  97 L iv e rp o o l  Road N o r th , 
M a g h u ll, M e rs e y s id e .
2 . A n o m in a tio n  t o  t h i s  C om m ittee i s  a w a ite d  from  th e  M ersey  and W eaver 
C o n s u l ta t iv e  C om m ittee in  o rd e r  t h a t  a  s u c c e s s o r  to  th e  l a t e  M r. P . W. 
J e n n in g s  may be  a p p o in te d .
3 . - The C om m ittee i s  i n v i t e d  t o  recommend th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  M r. B r id g e -
wood t o  t h i s  C om m ittee .
F2/A5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH APRIL 1979
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
1 . The C om m ittee w i l l  have  n o te d  from  M inu te  No. 40 o f  th e  M in u tes  o f  th e  
m ee tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee h e ld  on  1 5 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1979, th e  
recom m endations in  r e l a t i o n  to  new l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  made to  th e  P o l ic y  
a n d  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m itte e  w h ic h  w e re  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a g r e e d  by  th e  
A u th o r i ty  on 1 9 th  M arch, 1979.
2 . T he r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  R e g io n a l  C o m m itte e  r e l u c t a n t l y  reco m m en d in g  
O p tio n  1 in  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  O p tio n  2 a r e  s e t  o u t  in  M inu te  No. 40.
3 . I t  i s  in te n d e d  t o  p u b l is h  th e  n e c e s s a ry  n o t  ic e s  o f  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  f i x  t h e  new d u t i e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  O p t io n  1 , i n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  new spaper d u r in g  th e  week commencing 2 6 th  M arch, 1979.
F2/B24
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH APRIL 1979
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1 . RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  f r e e z in g  c o n d i t io n s  w hich p r e v a i l e d  d u r in g  th e  
l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  Decem ber, 1978 th ro u g h o u t  J a n u a ry  and m ost o f  F e b ru a ry , 
1979  r i v e r  l e v e l s  w e re  g e n e r a l l y  low  an d  m o s t  o f  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  
f i s h e r i e s  w ere  c o m p le te ly  f r o z e n  o v e r  and u n f i s h a b le .  The s e v e re  
w e a th e r  c o n d i t io n s  red u ced  a n g l in g  t o  a  minimum and w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  
o f  r e a s o n a b le  c a tc h e s  o f  bream  from  W in sfo rd  F la s h ,  no n o ta b le  c a tc h e s  
w ere  r e p o r te d .
2 . HATCHERIES
( i )  H o ll in g w o rth  H a tc h e ry
Rainbow T ro u t  and Brown T ro u t  b ro o d  s to c k ,  w ere s t r i p p e d  d u r in g  
November and D ecem ber, and a t  th e  y e a r  end  th e  fo llo w in g  t r o u t  
w ere  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d
Age S ta g e Rainbow T ro u t Brown T ro u t
Ova H a tc h e ry 76 ,000 49 ,000
(0 + )l. F ry  compound 15,500 9 ,800
(1+) 2 Cages Nos. 1 & 2 4 ,500 1 ,960
(2+) 3 Cage No. 3 259 -
The Rainbow  T ro u t  ova s t a r t e d  t o  h a tc h  on  th e  30 th  D ecem ber, 
1978  an d  by  t h e  en d  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1979  t h e  m a jo r  i t y  o f  t h e  
Rainbow T ro u t  and Brown T ro u t  ova had h a tc h e d  and w ere s t a r t i n g  
to  f e e d .
( i i )  C o a rse  F is h  R e a r in g  -  G re a t  Sankey
The te n c h  f r y  a re  c o n t in u in g  t o  grow w e l l  in  th e  Sw edish  ta n k , 
and in  m id -F e b ru a ry  th e  t o t a l  w e ig h t o f  f i s h  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  was 
1 0 .5  kg (2 3 .1 5  l b s ) . The mean w e ig h t o f  th e  f r y  was 1 .0  gm 
g i v i n g  a n  e s t i m a t e d  t o t a l  num ber o f  t e n c h  o f  1 0 ,5 0 0 .  The 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have in d ic a te d  t h a t  d a i l y  p e rc e n ta g e  in c r e a s e  in  
body w e ig h t f o r  th e  te n c h  f r y  i s  1.5% a s  com pared w ith  3.0% f o r  
c a rp  f r y  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  same a g e .
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On 19th January 1979, brood carp from Bostock Stock Pools were 
stripped, and the eggs taken were disappointing in both fer­
tility and the small number obtained. The age of the fish, 
between 14 and 18 years, and over-ripeness was considered to be 
the cause. Approximately 4,500 carp fry hatched and an experi­
ment was carried out to determine the number of days the fry 
require to be fed with Artemia (brine shrimp). The most impor­
tant finding of this experiment is the fact that carp fry fed 
for 8 days with Artemia before dry feeding, do almost as well as 
those which are fed for 10 days. Artemia are very expensive and 
feeding for 8 days rather than 10 days to a batch of 100,000 
fry, would lead to a saving of £100 to £200. This saving is 
considerably greater when the reduction in labour is taken into 
account, since Artemia has to be hand fed whereas dry feed can 
be fed automatically. Investigations are continuing into 
aeration, filtration and fry nutrition.
3. STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
During the review period 15 consents were issued to introduce the
following numbers of fish:-
Coarse Fish
Rudd 120
Roach 10,600
Mirror Carp 290
Common Carp 20
Bream 1,200
Perch 2,150
Tench 100
Carp (wild type) 200 
Non-Migratory Fish
Brown Trout 600
Rainbow Trout 3,635
Further details of these stockings will be given to Members at the 
Meeting.
4. STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
Due to the severe weather conditions no fish movements have been 
undertaken by the Authority. There have been several reports of perch 
disease in the area of the Authority and it has been decided to 
suspend netting and transfer operations for the time being to reduce 
the risk of spreading this disease.
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Two requests for fisheries advice were dealt with during the period 
under review. One was an assessment of existing fish population and 
the other an investigation into the possible improvement of a fishery.
POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND/OR FISH MORTALITIES
(i) On 29th January 1979, 10,000 mixed bream and roach were killed 
in the Reddish Vale Lodges at Denton. Investigations into the 
source of the pollution are continuing.
(ii) On 25th January 1979, a spillage of diesel oil into the Shrop­
shire Union Canal at Ellesmere Port resulted in a mortality 
estimated at 1 pike, 60 bream and 150 roach. Investigations 
failed to identify the source of the pollution.
BAILIFF PATROLS
Routine licence checking patrols indicate that most anglers have 
purchased rod and line licences; for example, on 11th March 1979, 
during patrols on the River Weaver between Winsford and Northwich, 580 
anglers were interviewed by Fishery staff -and all were found to be in 
possession of a current rod and line licence.
